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Le Marchant was a renowned cavalry general and military reformer who saw extensive 
service in the field against the French and exerted great influence and change on the British 
Army.  As a 16 year-old Le Marchant had challenged his colonel, Lord Porchester, to a duel 
and also tried to have a duel with a civilian, but he matured and redirected his energy to 
military advancement and reform.  His reforms went to the very core of the British Army and 
his legacy lives on to this day in the training and education of Army officers.  He gained the 
support and friendship of King George III and his death was lamented by the Duke of 
Wellington, the Duke of York and many other notables.  A monument to him stands in 
St.Paul’s Cathedral. 
 
Family 
 
Le Marchant was born in 1766 in Amiens, the son of John Le Marchant, who was a cavalry 
officer from one of the most important Guernsey families (hence the French name but British 
allegiance).  His mother was from French aristocracy.  Le Marchant went to school in Bath 
(where he was regarded as a troublemaker) and was raised as British.  He married Mary, a 
neighbour from Guernsey, in 1789 and had 10 children with her.  Mary died giving birth to 
their tenth child in 1811 at their house in High Wycombe. 
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Military Service 
 
1781 – Joined the Wiltshire Militia. 
1783 - Joined regular army as Ensign in the 1st Regiment of Foot.   
1783-87 – Based at the Gibraltar garrison. 
1787 - Transferred to the 6th Dragoons as a Cornet. 
1789 – Transferred to the 2nd Dragoon Guards as a Lieutenant.  
1791- Promoted to Captain.   
1793-94 - Brigade Major in the Flanders campaign against the French. 
1795-96 – Involved in creating new sword pattern and sword exercise for cavalry. 



1797 – Promoted to Lieutenant-Colonel (Second-in-Command), 7th Light Dragoons. 
1798 – Regimental Commander, 2nd Dragoon Guards. 
1801 – Established two officer training colleges (became Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst). 
1801-1810 – Lieutenant-Governor of the two colleges. 
1811 – Promoted to Major-General 
11 April 1812 – Led 5th Dragoon Guards to success at Villagarcia. 
22 July 1812 – Led 3rd Dragoons, 4th and 5th Dragoon Guards to total victory at Salamanca, 
receiving a fatal gunshot wound in the process.  He had allegedly killed 6 of the enemy with 
his own hand. 
 
Cavalry Reform 
 
His experience in Flanders during 1793-95 led Le Marchant to believe that reform was needed 
in the British cavalry, both in terms of equipment and training.  He seems to have take 
inspiration from the Austrian cavalry in this case. 
 

  
 
In collaboration with the renowned sword maker Henry Osborn, Le Marchant designed what 
was to become the 1796 Pattern light cavalry sabre.  This became one of the most loved of 
British sword patterns and continued to be used around the world long after it had officially 
been super ceded in mainstream British service.  It was also copied by the German states and 
produced throughout the 19th century.  Later sword patterns were often compared 
unfavourably to the much loved ‘old British dragoon sabre’.  In its time the 1796 light cavalry 
sabre was also emulated by infantry and naval officers who wanted more robust fighting 
swords and this led to the adoption of sabres for these services, replacing the old spadroons. 
 
Le Marchant also authored the new ‘Regulations’ for cavalry sword exercise which this 
prologue appends and supports.  Interestingly, the new 1796 light cavalry sabre is not shown 
in the manual, but rather what appears to be the old 1788 Pattern, no doubt because at the 
time of the manual being written then design of the new sabre had not been confirmed, 
authorised or adopted yet.  These regulations became the standard work for cavalry and the 
Adjutant General Sir William Fawcett asked Le Marchant to arrange instruction to be given 
first-hand to regiments.  It seems that Le Marchant conducted some training personally, with 
his brother-in-law Lieutenant Peter Carey, of the 16th Light Dragoons, assisting or giving the 
instruction by himself in other cases.  Allegedly King George III made himself familiar with 
the new treatise, learning all the exercises. 
 
Le Marchant also wrote other treatises which were not published, as well as various 
pamphlets about the training of officers and military strategy. 
 
Prologue compiled and written by Matt Easton, of Schola Gladiatoria. 
 
With thanks to: 
Will Mathieson for obtaining the original treatise and graciously copying it and making it 
available to us. 
 
Copyright 2010. 




















































































































































